
It must be asign of the times when the British ask: 
"is it safe to buy property in Spain1" 
by Alexander Peters 



._. .·fi:er aH-:.not iQng ago 0ne 

. fifMl QHhe. gJoo~'Was 

. pink. In those days itQll was much more a case 

of grabbing what you wanted, rather 

tha n timorously asking ifyeu could buy 

something only to spend ages worrying 

about the consequences. 

In the past, ifyou had a problem the 

whole might ofthe vast British Empire 

was at your disposal. At the merestl'i.int 

of trouble a gun boat was rapidly sent 

off to subdue any despot who had the 

staggering temerity to upset one of Her 

Majesty's subjects. A few well aimed 

~ounds and any property disput€ was 

quickly resolvecl. 

God was an Englishman and, by right, 

you could pretty much grab, buy or settle 

on whatever land you wanted. This was 

a pretty good system in its own way, so 

long as you were British and the .natives 

knew their place. Emigration was a 

simple matter of pointing at somewhere 

on the map that looked rather tempting 

and either conquering another chunk for 

the Empire or making a native an offer 

he couldn't refuse. 

However, .'ife is no lon"ger so simple, 

Most Br.itons now harbour real doubts as 



'ifls,amazing 
,:. . . 

·,oftenp.eople 

~,Uinto the trap 
'~~f using alawyer 

hose language
 
they do not 

'understand and 

~ changed beyond recognition. Spain. for 

example, has in no time at all become a 

worryingly modern, confident, first-world 

cou ntry. The donkeys, dusty pueblos, 
peasants and little ports have largely 

vanished to be replaced by a vibrant, 

dynamic society as advanced as our own. 

Gallingly, Spain now also manages to 

provide a higher quality of life at a lower 

cost of living than the UK. 

Wh ilst the traditional protection 

afforded by our Empire has long gone, 

there are clearly still vestiges in the 

British psyche that remain largely 

unchanged. This can be the only logical 

explanation for the kamikaze buying 

of property that occu rs day after day in 

Spain, even by those who have lived here 

for years. 

Certainly, it is amazing how often 

people fall into the trap of using a 

lawyer whose la nguage they do not 

understand and who often acts for 

both parties. In some cases, and to 

equally disastrous consequences, they 

don't even use one at all. This is utter 

madness. Unless, of course,you truly 

think that any subsequent problem will 

be sorted out by the UK's immediate and 

unquestioned armed intervention on 

your behalf. 

Without doubt: many of the property 

problems that occur in Spain are a result· . 

of the seemingly careless, at times even· 

cavalier, actions of British buyers doing 

exactly what they would not do in the 

UK. The 'conflict of interest' concept, 

for example, is deeply ingrained in the 

British mind and it is almost unknown, 

in the UK, to meet someone who has not 

used a dedicated conveyancing lawyer 

for their British property transaction. 

So why do so many people here allow 

themselves to be pressurised by hard-sell 

agents· and then compound matters by 

either not using a lawyer at all or using 

one who is acting for, or connected to, 

the estate agent or seller? 

By all accounts, as Britons we used 

to be remarkably good in the sun. It was 

always the energy, resourcefulness and 

relentless determination of the 'mad 

dog of an Englishman in the midday 

sun'that used to amaze the natives 

in far-flung corners of the earth. Now, 

however, we have to recognise that we 

have sadly changed. Maybe it is the 

higher temperatures caused by global 

warming or perhaps the understandable 

emotional distress of losing our Empire. 

Either way, we now rarely make sensible 

decisions quickly in a vliar,mcountry. So, if ~ 
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